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To

All Deputy Directors of School Education (Elementary/Secondary/Quality),
Himachal Pradesh

Subject: Mandatory compliance of Section 6(b) of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA), 2003 — Installation of statutory warning signage
and protection of the 100-yard Tobacco-Free Zone around all Schools.

Sir/Madam

Reference is invited to the communication dated 16 June 2026 received from the
Mission Director, National Health Mission, Himachal Pradesh regarding strict compliance with
Section 6(b) of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA), 2003.

It has been observed during enforcement and monitoring activities done by
Flying Squads that tobacco products continue to be sold within 100 yards of Schools in
violation of Section 6(b) of COTPA, 2003. Further, many Schools have not displayed the
mandatory warning signage prescribed under the Act and Rules framed thereunder. During
enforcement drives, violations have been detected across the State and action has been taken
against offending vendors as well as Heads of Schools for non-compliance with statutory
provisions.

In view of the above, all Government, Government-Aided and Private Schools,
DIETs and Bal Vatika shall ensure strict compliance with the following directions:

1. DISPLAY OF MANDATORY WARNING SIGNAGE

The statutory warning board prescribed under Section 6(b) of COTPA, 2003, as per Annexure-
I, shall be installed immediately and prominently displayed at the main gate, all entry/exit gates
and other conspicuous locations along the outer boundary of every School. The signage shall
always remain clearly visible and legible.

2. PROTECTION OF THE 100-YARD TOBACCO-FREE ZONE

Every Principal/Headmaster shall undertake mapping and line-listing of all shops, kiosks, street
vendors and commercial establishments located within 100 yards of the school boundary. For
the purpose of Section 6(b) of COTPA, 2003, the prohibited distance of 100 yards shall be
measured radially from the outer boundary of the school and not by walking distance, road
distance or route distance. Accordingly, all shops, kiosks, vendors and commercial
establishments falling within the 100-yard radius of the school boundary shall be treated as
falling within the prohibited zone. A general notice, in the enclosed format, shall be issued to
all such establishments informing them that sale of tobacco products within this prohibited
zone is an offence under Section 6(b) of COTPA, 2003. A sample notice is enclosed for ready



reference. A copy of the notice shall invariably be endorsed to the Incharge of the nearest Police
Station/Police Chowki for information and necessary action.

3. RESPONSIBILITY OF HEADS OF SCHOOLS

The above directions are statutory requirements under COTPA, 2003 and not merely advisory
in nature. Every Principal/Headmaster shall be personally responsible for installation of the -
prescribed signage, protection of the 100-yard Tobacco-Free Zone, mapping of establishments
and issuance of notices. Failure to comply with these requirements shall be treated as non-
compliance of statutory provisions. In case any violation is detected during inspections or
enforcement drives, the concerned Head of School shall be held personally responsible and
liable for action under the provisions of COTPA, 2003 and Rules framed thereunder. :

4. TIMELINE

All DIETs, all government and private schools from Balvatikas to 10+2 shall complete the
above activities positively by 30th June 2026. The Deputy Directors concerned shall personally
monitor compliance and ensure completion within the stipulated timeline. A consolidated
District-wise Action Taken Report (ATR), in the enclosed format, shall be submitted to the
office of the undersigned with cc to osdncdhp@gm ail.com on or before 5th July 2026.

The matter shall be accorded top priority, and these instructions shall be complied with in letter

and spirit.
ithfully
Sfate Project Director
Samagra Shiksha
Himachal Pradesh
Copy to:

1. The Secretary Health to the Government of Himachal Pradesh cum Chairperson State
Level Coordination Committee for Tobacco Control for kind information please

2. The Secretary Education to the Government of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla for kind
information please : :

3. The Mission Director National Health Mission, Himachal Pradesh for kind information

please P ML s
4. The Director School Education, Himwmgpbkind'infomaﬁon please
5. Office copy | Schoe! Education (Sec)
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Subject: Ensuring compliance with Section 6(b) of the Cigarettes
and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA), 2003 and protection

of the 100-yard tobacco-free zone around educational
institutions.

Sir,

I convey appreciation for the commendable efforts being
undertaken bySamagra Shiksha, Department of School Education
towards' implementation of Tobacco-Free Educational Institution
(TOFEI) guidelines in schools across the State. Several activities are
being carried out to bring awareness among students regarding the
harmful effects of tobacco use and promoting a healthy school
environment, -

However, despite the progress achieved, a matter of serious
concern has emerged during enforcement and monitoring activities
conducted under the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act
(COTPA), 2003. It has been observed that in several locations, tobacco

Ci\products continue to be sold by shopkeepers within a radius of 100
; yards of educational institutions, which is prohibited under Section 6(b)

of COTPA, 2003. Further, a substantial number of educational

institutions have not displayed the mandatory warning signage

prohibiting the sale of tobacco products within 100 yards of the

educational institution, as prescribed under the Act and Rules framed
U= thereunder.

During various enforcement drives undertaken by flying squads.
the above violations were reported from different parts of the State.
Action was taken against the offending vendors and, in certain cases,
_penalties were also imposed upon the heads/in-charges of educational
institutions for non-compliance with the statutory provisions relating to
display of mandatory signage.

In view of the above, I would request your good office to kindly
issue suitable directions to all Principals, Headmasters and Heads/In-
charges of Government as well as Private Educational Institutions in the
State to ensure the following:

1. Display of Mandatory Signage: The warning board prescribed
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The above Measures are pot merely advisory jp, Nature
constitute a .statutqry réquirement under the prorvjifsrons of (,’(?Tl‘lrtl_-\
2003, Ensunng Strict compliance ig essential for Protecting r;mm:-,}u
and adolescents from €Xposure to tobacco Products ang for Maintaining
tobacco-free educatigng] environments across the State,

I shall be gratefu], jf necessary, directions are issued to ]
concerned authoritjeg under your administrative control for immediate
Compliance and appropriate Monitoring,

/4,’{,%,' Yours sincerely,
16 iy 2iz; “"/ Digitally signeq py
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Copy to:

1. The Secretary Health to the Government of Himachal Pradesh cum
Chairperson State Leve) Coordination Committee for Tobacco Contro]
for kind informatiop please,

2.The Secretary Education to the Government of Himachal Pradesh,
Shimla for kind information please

3.0ffice copy

Mission Director
National Health Mission
Himachal Pradesh



