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: ‘ Himachal Pradesh  Gragnsty Director of )
Endst. No. EDN-KGR (Misc) 2026 8ehoo! Education (Sec)
Office of the Deputy Director of School Ediication (Secondary)

Kangra at Dharamshala, 09 SEP 2026

E mail Address ddhckangrad@uemaill.com

Dated

Copy forwarded to:-

. The Director of School Education H.P, Shim

- All the Principals/Headmasters of Govt. Sr. Sec,
Rangra for further necessary compliance as per
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Now BON-SE (10) 1 (13) 0320206 Kangea at Dharamshata

Dated: Shimln-171001 the September, 2026
To
All the Deputy Director of Sehool Edueation
(Secondary)
Himachal Pradesh
Subject:-

Holding of National Level “Dhal Akhar Letter Writing “Competition for the year
026-27 on the theme * A Letter to Mother Earth: My Promise to Protect

Nature,"
Please find enclosed herewith n copy of letter No. Phil/5-23/Dhai Akhar /2026-27

2026 alongwith its enclosures received from the Assistant Diregtor (Phil) O/o Chief Postmaster
General, H.P. Cirele Shimla <9 on the subje

darad 31.07.

cteited above,

In this context, it is intimated that the “Dhai Akhar® Letter Writing Competition,

an initiative of the Department of Posts, commenced on 01.08.2026 and will continue yp to 31.10.2026,

The participants may write letters in English/Hindi on a plain A

-4 size paper, with a"n':_qrd limit of not
mare than 1,000 words,

or on an Inland Letter Card (ILC), with a word limit of not more than 500

words, Only handwritten letters will be aceepted, You are, therefore, directed to examine the matter and

circulate the same amongst all the Heads of Government Schools under your control and encourage the
above-mentioned campaign within the stipulated periad. The letters

articipants should be addressed 1o the Chief Postmaster General, H.P, Circle,

students/teachers 10 participate in the
written by the students/p

Kasumpti, Shimla-09,

L1
L1

Director School Bducation

OWpaich No. 3 (7¢I 8
Dharamshala - 1762135 OQ-O9-2M‘M

la-1 for information please,

Schools/Govt. High Schools of District
above directions.

04. Guard File.

Bk

Dy. Director of School Education (Sec.)
Kangra at Dharamshalg



FiYy
3 29!9;.,&6 55531
_ AN AN /Govt. Of India
S TER #3eg / Ministry of Communications
3T [9HTer /MDepartment of Posts
PR HET GECARC Jee. 2. 9. TRwss. Rieer-171009
. O/o Chief Postmaster General H.P. Circle Shimla -171009
No. Phil/5-23/Dhai Akhar/2026-27 Dated: - 31.07.2026

To

e Director of Elementary Education
Shimla-171001

Sub: - Holding of National Level “Dhai Akhar Letter Writing “Competition for the year 2026-27 on the
theme “A Letter to Mother Earth: My Promise to Protect Nature ”

This is regarding “Dhai Akhar Letter writing Competition on the theme “A Letter to Mother Earth:
My Promise to Protect Nature ” for the F.Y 2026-27.

2. Dhai Akhar Letter Writing Competition, an initiative by Department, not only promotes the art of letter
writing but also fosters creativity, critical thinking and empathy among participants on key issues concerning the
Nation. The Department of Posts through its Philately Division, has been conducting the National level, Dhai

. Akhar letter writing competition since 2017, receiving a tremendous response.

3. For the current financial year 2026-27, the Dhai Akhar campaign commenced on 01.08.2026 and will
continue up to 31.10.2026. Letters posted after 31.10.2026 will not be entertained. Letter should be writien in
English/Hindi Languages on a plain A-4 size paper with a word limit of not more than 1000 words or on an
Inland Letter Card (TLC) with a word limit of not more than 500 words. Only HANDWRITTEN LETTERS
will be accepted. The embossed envelope and the Inland Leiter card (ILC) is the permitted stationery. This is
open 6 all and includes 21l age groups. The writer of the letter will have to go to the Post Office and post the
letter in the letter box. The letters so writien should be addressed to The Chief Postmaster General, Himachal
Pradesh Circle, Kasumpti Shimla-171009.

4. The categories for National Level Dhai Akhar Letter Writing Campaign are as under:-
(a) Upto 18 years (age as on 01.01.2026)

1. Inland Letter card category
Lz Envelope Category

(b) Above 18 years (age as-on 01.01.2026)

[nland Letter Card category
6 2. Envelope Category @V} Q& :/_,7
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8. Top three letters in each category will be shortlisted by the Circle and prizes will be awarded 1o these
entries at Circle level/State Level. The selected letters at Circle Level/State Level will be sent to the Directorate
for further evaluation in each category at the National Level.

6. The following awards will be given to Circle Level/State Level winners:~
Prize to be given to the winners in each Category at Circle Level:-
(a) First Prize in eacit category = Rs. 25000/- (Rs. Twenty Five Thousand Only)
(b) Second Prize in each category = Rs. 10,000/~ (Rs. Ten Thousand Only)
(¢) Third Prize in each category = =Rs. 5,000/- (Rs. Five Thousand Only)

7 The proposed prize money to be given to the winners at National Level in each category of letters is as

follows:-

Prize to be given to the winners in each Category at National Level:-

{a) First Prize in each category = Rs 50,000/~ (Rs. Fifty Thousand Only)

(b) Second Prize in each category =Rs. 25,000/- (Rs. Twenty Five Thousand Only) -
{c) Third Prize in each category = =Rs. 10,000/~ (Rs. Ten Thousand Only)

8. The participants have to give a certificate of their age on the letter such as "I certify that I am
below/above the age of 18" as on 01/01/2026. ‘ '

9. The competition provides an excellent opportunity for students across the State to showcase their writing
skills and express their thoughts on the theme “A Letter to Mother Earth: My Promise to Protect Nature.”
Special efforts may be made to encourage participation from students of Government schools; particularly those
located in rural apd remote areas, so that they may also benefit from this opportunity and compete for the awards.

10. You are, therefore, requested to make wide publicity of this campaign through your department, so that

- maximum students along with teachers may participate in the campaign.

1. It is worthwhile to mention here that this competition is not restricted to students only but open for all.

The SOP on the same is enclosed for reference.

Ent_:losed: As Above

Assistant Director (Phil)
FRATHT H&T TREARET Fod
Qo Chief Postmaster General
2. v. aReAEw, RAer-171009
H.P. Circle Shimla -17100
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1 Level Letber Wiriling Compstition

i. Chisttive

Dhai Akher is ¢ nationgl fevel initictive to re-introduce the younger gererations to post and
philately while encouraging crectivity, criginality, and seif-expression. it is aiso @ platform for
individuals to display theirwriting skills and talent.

In teday’s fast-paced digital world, moments of pause and digitel detox have become essential.
Studies highlight that handwriting is a fundamental skill that shapes students’ reading, writing,
language abilities, and critical thinking, while also plaving a vita! rol2 in brain development. It iz
tnerefore important to encourage children o write by hand alongside the use of technology in
ciassrooms, as this supports success acress academic subjects. With most communication now
happening on digital piatforms, the tdmeless art of letter writing has gradually faded into the
background. Yet, letters continue to hold & unigue appeal —carrying nostalgiz, warmth, and 2
personal touch that no text message or email can truly replace.

The Dhai Akhar Natonal Leve! Letter Writing Campaign is more than just 2 celebration of the art
of letter writing. it serves as a platform for people across the nation to share their thoughts, |
emotions, and ideas in a sincere and impactful way. The campaign also nurtures empathy and

strengthens critical thinking skills emong its participants.

b L £ = b
2, Dazgrizticn of Yha Scheme

Dhai Akkar is 2 National Level Letter Writing Competition on 2 theme / subject decided by the
Department of Posts for the citizens of Indiz. Particinants will write 3 Letter expressing their views
on the subject, addressed to the Chisf Postmaster Genera! concernad which would be eligible for
Cash awards if shortlisted, first st Circle level and then at the Directorate level. Alongside, it alsa

serves as sn opportunity-to re-introduce younger gererztions o rich iegacy of the postal
department.

3. Genersl Conditions

e

Periedicitys The Dhai Akbar National Level Letter Writing Competition is organised every year.
This year campsign will start from 1% August to 31% Cctober 2026 {three months). Letters posted
after 31% October 2026 will not be zccepted.

Topic: The theme and topic for the competition is decided by the Departmant of Posts with the
approvzl of the Competent Autharity.

This yecr’s topic for Dhai Akhar is "2 Letter to Mother Earth: My Promise to Protect Nature”

Language: The letter can be written in English or Hindi or any Vernacuiar,



Categories: The competition will be in the following categories:

(i) Up 1o 18 yzars: -
{a) inland Letter Card Category
{b} Envelope Category

(i) Above 18 years: -
{a) Inland Letter Card Category
{b) Envelope Category

Permitied Stationery: The embossed envelope/ envelope with stamp affixed for plain A-4 size
paper ietjer and the Inland Letter Card (iLC) will be the permitied stationery. The letter can te
written on pizin Ad size paper with 2 word limit ¢f not more than 10600 words, or it &n inland
Letter Card (ILC} (not more than 500 words). Letters must be hand written and in any ¢ase, ne
typed letter will be accepted.

However, entries collecied directly from the schoolsfinstitutions/coliege by the respeciive
division may qualify exeraption from affixing stamp.

4. Eligikility

Any citizen of India can participate in this competition. There is no minimum or maximum age
prescribed for participation. Any citizen of india can paerticipate in their respective category
according to his/her choice and age. The participants have to give a certificate of their 2ge on the
letter such as “I certify that | am below/above the sge of 18 as on 01/21/2026”. in case of

winning entries, the respective Circle will verify the age and other ID certificates before sending
the 03 best entries in each category tc the Directorate.

E. Szlaciion Procedure

The best 03 {three) entries in each category will be shortlisted by every Circle and prizes will be
awarded to these 03 entries at Circie level. These best 03 entries of each categary {12 in 2ii)

chosen at Circle level will be sent to the Directorate for further eveluation of final best 02 entries
in each category at the National Lavel.

To shortlist candidates at Circle level, an Evaluation Commities will be constituted of which CPMG
will be the Chairperson, Other members of the committee must be an academicizn cr 2 scholar
of the particular language/literature/ associzted with journalism including a professor/teacning
faculty in a college/school. The opinion of the scholars shall be given utmost impartance while
making qualitative selection. Selection Committee at Nationa! Level will be constituted at
Directorate level for evaluation of final best 03 entries in each category at National Level.

6. Prizes

The prize money to be given to the winners of Circle Level and National Level Letters in each
category is as follows:




The prize money to be given to the winners of Circie Level and National Level Letters in each
category ie 25 follows:

Prize to be given to the winners in each Category st Circle Level: (A}

Prize Category | {Prize Armount) x {No, of Categories) x (Me. of | Total Amount
Circtes)

First Prize in each Rs, 25,000/-x4 % 23 Rs.
Category 23,00,000/- 2
Second Prize in each Rs. 10,000/- x4 x 23 Rs. 9,20,000/-
Category
Third Prize in each Rs.5,000/- x & x 23 Rs. 4,60,000/-
Category
TOTAL (Rs. Thirty-six iakh eighty thousand only) Rs. 36,80,000/-

Requisite funds to this effect under Major Head “Scholarships” of Philately (A/c head
3201.01.001.03.01.34) are aliotted to each Circle under BE of respective Financiai Year.

Prize to be given in each Cate 2t Mational Level: (B

Prize Catzgory {Prize Amount) x (No. of Categories) | Total Armount
First Prize in each Category Rs. 50,000/-x 4 Rs. 2,00,000/-
Second Prize in each Cateénry Rs. 25,000/- x4 Rs. 1,60,000/-
Third Prize in each Category Rs. 10,000/-x 4 Rs. 40,000/-
TOTAL (Rs. Three lakh forty thousand only) Rs. 3,40,000/- 5

Requisite funds to this effect under Major Head “Scholarship” of Philately {Afc head
3201.01.001.03.61.34) are kept with Philately Division.

7. Progess

The following process shouid be followed by each Division te successfully implement the Dhai
Aknhar Letter Writing Competition:

1. Training of on-ground teams

2. Outreach in schocls & colleges as per targsts




3. Installation of Dhai Akhar letterbox in Schools and in Post Offices
4. Collection & Judging
8. implemeniation Strategy

e Wide publicity of the Campaign shail be given through newspeper advertissinents,
electronic media, social madia and other media including display of banners and focal
tevel pamphlet distribution.

o Circles would make on ground teoms undergo oniine tragining for effective outreach to
schools and public {dates to be decided by Circlel

¢ Circles would contact/visit schools, hold workshops/seminars/give presentations etc. tc
inform about the scheme in detzil to ensure maximum participation

« Ensure videography and photograghy of activity to use gs socigl media content.

« Circles would aiso write to Stats Governmant Education & School Bozrds & ODistrict
Administration etc informing them of the scheme and seeking support for its propagation.

+ \Web push notifications by Schoals having wabsites/app to be encouraged.

« Awareness about the competition during Account opening drive/PLI & RPLI Msla/Dak

Chaupal.
« Postman staff be sensitized to make residents aware zbout the competition while effecting
delivery.

= Services of Marketing team along with PRIs{P)/Postmen be utiiized for promotion.

« Circles to ensure creation of small hanging Dhai Akhar letter box to create a photo corner
in Schools/Colleges. Designs for the same is already with the Circles. As per the size of the
division, 4-5 sets of these should be ready with each division. This setup will travel from
ghne school/college to another.

= In addition, Circies may adopt their own loca! strategy to implement the Scheme. Any such
adoption may be communicated to the Directorate so that it can be shared with 2li other
Circles.

» Targets of obtaining entries will be assigned to the Circles on the basis of number of Post
Offices and past performance.

= To make Dhai Akhar Letter VWriting Campaign a grand success, Circles will have to ensure
that sufficient stationery (ILC and envelopes) is available in their Circles

= Circle will ensure that no letter posted remains unattended either at Letter boues or Post

. offices. To adhere to timelines, itis to be ensured that Letter boxes are opened/cleared as
scheduled and with no delay.

s Special arrangement of delivery of such letters in coordination with particinating schools
be made.

« Circles to hold letter writing competition in schools/colleges as per programme detziled
below: ' '
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Sequence | Activity izseription Time
i Setup < Installation of travelling photobooth and 30-
’ small letterbox for a period of upto 6 days in | 60
oneg school. mins
s Alsg set up the projector and introduction
space as ollocated by schooi/college, ond do
a tech-check.

2 Introduction Start with personal introductions to create a good 5
atmaosphere ana connect with the children. mins

3 Short Video Video Capsules/Short Movies on India Post/Philately | 10-
1o be plaved to set context and interest amongst 15
children mins
Videos are already with the Circles.

4 Presentation Take the children through a brief history of the 10-
postal department, key concepts of post and 15

= philately and current schemes such as Sparsh before | mins
{eading to Dhai Akhar. The presentation would also
highlight the importance of writing by hand.
Presentaticn already provided during past
competitions can be edited, if required.

5 Philately Quiz Quiz will be organised contzining 5-10 questions 15-
based cn Philately outlining the famous 20 .
personalities, heritage, places etc. an which CPS/ mins
Special Covers have been issued.

Question deck already provided can be suitably
maodified as per Circle requirement.
Winners of the Quiz will be awarded with prizes
(worth Rs. SO to 100/- approx.). Expenditure to this
effect may be incurred into the Philately Promotion
Head of the Circles
6 Dhai Akhar Letter | The main activity i.e. Dhai Akhar Letter Writing 40
Writing Competition will commence subsequently. Students | mins
will be writing a letter on the Theme as decided by
the Directorate.
7 About the Thems | Introduce children to the theme and discuss about 10
i the participant guide specific to the theme that we | mins

will share with schoals




8 Documentation Good Quality photographs/Short videos of the afi
above activities to be shared on Social Media the
handles of the India Post on the same day of the time

activity performed

9 Opening of After Letter Writing, efforts to be made i open 30
Philatelic Club in Philatelic Degosit Accounts/ Philatelic Clubs in the mins
School and PD Schools. The Schoo! Administration should be
« | Accounts informed as to how 2 Philatelic Club can make a

positive impact on the learning of students and they
be made acquainted with the various important
personaiities and their contributicn in Mation
building, with the various aspects of rich art &

] culture and prosperous heritage of Indiz 2s denicted
.;" in stamps.

9. Timelines

o The Dhai Akhar letter writing competition will start from 1 August 2026.
o Last date of submission of entries will be 21% October 2026.
s Letters posted after 315 October 2026 wiil not be accepted.

Each Circle must arrange and ensure to declare their respective State/Circle level result by 31%
December 2026.

Circle will also ensure that a monthly report in the following Performa be sent to Directorate by .
30th of every month of inception of event and tiill completien of event.

Month [No. of entries} No. of No. of Philatelic | Philatelic ; Activities | Remarks
. |received schools/ participants | Ciub Deposit | uploaded | if any
from Letter | colieges opened | account | on Socisl
boxes during, | participated cpened | Media
ithe month

The winning entries (12 for each Circle) will be sent to the Directorate by 15" January 2027. It is
to be ensured by Circles that the winning entries in Vernacular (other than Hindi/ English) should

be sent to the Directorate along with English Translated Versions within the target date as
mentioned above.
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The entries received from the Cirdes wilt be svaluated at Directorate Level and best 12 entries
(03 in each 04 catégories) will be selected for National Level prize.

10. Desived outcome

Post and Philately have been pillars of communication but are being fast forgotten along with the
importance of hand written communication. Dhai Akhar, while focusing on the writing skills and

growth of irdividuals, also aims to connect masses to the Post Office. This activity with its level
of participztion across India would lead to:

» Giving greater visibility to Philstely across the gamut and mainstreaming of Phtiateh/ in
School & educational curriculum,

o Creating awareness about Philately among parents, academicians, children and publlc at
large

o Inereass in the number of Philately Deposit Accounts

s Creating the linkages between ail the stakeholders in Philately i.e. Philatelisis, Department
of Posts, Children & Youth and the prospective Philatelists

e Invelving/ Using expertise of Prifatelist in promotion of philately amongst chddren!youth
across India

= A source of revenue by sale of Envelopes and Postage Stamps.

« Winners of the competition to be brand Ambassadors for motivating and i msplrlng others
to develop interest in philately,




